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Figure 2-1.   Deer   browsing.

2-2.3.3. Improved or Developed Areas. It is recom-
mended that the inventory and evaluation of habitat
include improved or developed areas, such as in-
stallation entrances, roadways, headquarters and
office building areas, housing areas, golf courses,
and other recreation areas. It is here that most per-
sonnel will have an opportunity to observe wildlife
on a day-today basis. Feeding, watering, and
nesting sites can be provided in cantonment areas.
Habitat evaluation for these areas should note the
width of grass areas along roads and the types and
spacing of shrubs and trees. If roadside vegetation
consists of broad strips of closely cut grass, a
wildlife manager may recommend reducing the wid-
th of the mowed area and permitting the remainder
to revert to more natural vegetation, or he may
suggest planting shrubs valuable to wildlife. If the
grounds around office buildings and living quarters

have little diversity of vegetation, he may recom-
mend planting additional species beneficial to
wildlife and converting the area from tall trees and
grass to several layers of vegetative cover. Less
frequent mowing of grass may also be advisable.
2-2.4. Sampling.  In large areas, it is impractical to
measure in detail the vegetation in the entire area;
hence, vegetative sampling is done, usually by
means of sample plots. The size and number of plots
depend upon the kind, density, and distribution of
the vegetation. Larger plots, one-fifth acre or more
in sSixrs size, are necessary for trees; one twenty-fifth acre
has been suggested for shrubs; and plots of one one
hundredth acre may suffice for herbaceous ground
cover. Sampling vegetation is discussed in many
publications, including Wildlife Investigation
Techniques which is available from the Wildlife
Society (app C, No. 14).
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